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PLAN OF CONSERVATION
& OPEN SPACE

Town of Old Saybrock

“ Never dowlt that & a-m.a//; group ((f‘(ﬁm{géﬁ}/;
commitled citizens. can change the worldl.
Yndeed, it s the (m(/y/ !ﬁz}'f(/ that cver fias.”
A a{ya/'cfu’/[ea(l

April 2004
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_ WPorh the certainties and the uncertainties [of our environmental
knowledge] then, bespeak care, caution, restraint. The overwhelming conviction of the
Conservation Commission is that all the areas to be proposed as permanent open space,
assuring marsh and watershed protection, are vital to Old Saybrook. These open areas
have a great deal to do with the life of the Town, both the literal survival of the animal
and plant life we so often take for granted and the quality of the lives of the people who
reside, work, and play here.”

[ Conservation Commission
Open Space Plan for Old Saybrook
November 3, 1969

ith the conviction of a committed group of local citizens that have been
- poring over maps, listening to speakers, wrestling with process and follow-through,
GIS and budgets, we present an open space plan for the community of Old Say-
brook. The nawre of such documents is that they are living and therefore represent
a moment in time in the life of our town. This is intended to be a guide into the
future, part of the continuum of conservation efforts rooted in the actions of com-
missions before us and with sincere hope that those in

the future will take the stewardship torch and
pass it on.

We are proud to be a part of this town,

endowed as it is with abundant and exem-

plary natural assets. We also recognize that

the threats to these resources are consider-

able: sprawl, over-use, introduced invasive
plant and animal species, and the far less vis-
ible forms of water pollution, including non-
point sources of nitrogen, toxins and the chemicals from pharmaceuticals in our
wastewater that mimic hormones and disrupt wildlife life cycles. Even the climate
threatens to impinge on our most beloved coastal assets, as scientists predict sea
level rise as a result of global warming.

It is not just an aesthetic exercise to protect our town’s — and region’s natural
resources. Although we could argue that the “ecosystem services” provided by clean
air and water are an important element to our well-being (and in fact, survival),
there is solid evidence that, in addition to the quality of life enhanced by the pro-
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G D SAYBROOK’S CONSERVATION SITES
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The Conservation Commission has worked over the past year and a half to pull together
the information and do the analysis necessary to define the following Conservation Sites.

‘11. NORTHWEST UPLANDS AND OYSTER RIVER

Located in the northwest area of the town, defined by open spaces bordering the town of
Essex to the north, bordering the residential developments off Schoolbouse road to the
west, bordering the residential developments off Bokum road to the east and to the south
following the main stem of the Oyster River to its confluence.

The most rugged area of our town, the Northwest Uplands, contains our highest
clevations — rocky summits, many with vernal pools interspersed between. Pequot
Swamp is a vegetated marsh surrounded by ledge and upland. This area of town
contains red maple and cedar swamps. The Northwest Uplands also includes the
headwaters of the Oyster River — connecting cold
springs, intermittent streams and narrow, winding
brooks to Long Island Sound. This watershed is
home to migratory fish species, including alewife
and blueback herring that travel thousands of miles
from their life at sea to spawn in the upper reaches of the Oyster River. The Oyster
River contains a complete suite of healthy tidal marshes, from salt to freshwater,

that support a great diversity of wildlife, including birds, fish and shellfish.

Z, COASTAL SALT MARSHIFS
{Chalker, Hagar, Mud and Back River marshes}
Located south of Route One and bordering Long Island Sound; to the west beginning
with the marsh north of Chalker Beach; east along the coast including Hagar and Mud
Creeks, the mouth of the Oyster River, and the extensive marshes surrounding the Back

River behind Grear Hammock and Plum Bank.

These are the small-scale salt and brackish tidal wetlands along our town’s south-
western coastline. They feed directly into Long Island Sound and are surrounded
by multiple homes. Most are under stress from water quality degradation and inva-
sive species, particularly where natural water exchange with the occan has been
blocked or reduced; there are opportunitics here for restoration. Despite these pres-
sures and the small size of these wetlands, they continue to harbor a surprising
diversity of species, particularly birds, including egrets, herons, and osprey.




